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Emergency Pet

Preparedness

Remember to include your
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pets in your plan
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Then Hurricane  Katring
strucl the southern coast
2 #F  of the United Siates in
August 2005, pel owners learned an
all-tpo-valuzble lesson akout the im-
portance of disasier prepavedness. At
ary Hme, an emergency siluaton may
reguire you 1o evacuate vour home for
an extended period, While it isn't pos-
sible 10 prevent a natural catastrophe
ftom ocourring, pel oWners can pro-
vide [or their animals by planning
ahead ol time and being prepared in
the event of an emergency.
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ARRANGE A SAFE HAVEN
Ce o public health and satery rea-
sons, the Red Cross does not allow
animals inte its facilities. Therefore, 1
15 imperative that pel owners research
safe places to take their pets dering an
evacuation. Some hotels will allow an-
imals, and your velerinavian can
provide vou with information on pre-
ferred kennels ar veterinary hospitals
with boarding factlities,

Mo matter where yvou decide 1o go
during an evacuation, it is absolutely
essential that vou always evacuzie with



vour pets. Unfareseen circumstances
during a disaster can turm a brief evac-
vation imo a much longer stay away
from home. Remember; 1 it is not safe
for you 10 be home, it is not sale for

your animals either.

CREATE A PET

EVACUATION KIT

An evacuation is often stressful and

rushed. To ensure that you have all

the items necessary 1o provide proper

care [ar your pets, it is helplul 1o pack

an evacuation kit in advance. The ki

should include enough materials for

each of your pets and should be

stored in an area that is easily accessi-

ble to every family member. The kit

should include:

= A waterprool container that holds
your pels’ current medical records,
including vaccinations; your veteri-
narian: contact information; your
pets’ license information; photo-
graphs of your pets (with species,
breed, age, sex, color, and character-
istic markings listed on the back);
photographs of vou and your pets
together (to prove ownership); and a
phone number for an emergency
clinic near your destination

A first-aid kit for pets (For informa-
tion on what to include in this kit
or to purchase a prepackaged kit,
visit www.aspca.org and click on

“Disaster Preparedness.™)
= A two-week supply of water, pel
food, and pet medications with
dosage instructions
A leash, collar, and harness for
cach pet
= Carmiers that include your contac
information
Mo-spill bowls for lood and water
* A manual can opener and spoon lor

canned food

* Toys and treats to make yvour pets
feel comforiable

* Fet beds and blankets

= Paper towels

* Cleaning solution

* A rescue whistle

= Trash hags

*» A flashlight

+ A radio (solar- and battery-operated)

+ Extra batteries

For each dog:

* A crate or collapsible cage

» Cage liners

For each cai:

= A zsmall bag of cat liver; a liwer
scoop, and a disposable litter Lray

+ A pillowcase or mesh bag

PREPARE PROPER
IDENTIFICATION
Always make sure that your pets have
clearly marked idemtification in case
they are separated from you. The ideal
source of identification is a microchip,

as this is a permanent marker that can-
not be lost during ransport. Other
forms of identilication include 2 callar
with tags or a waterprool pouch 1o
held identification papers,

INCLUDE FAMILY

AND FRIENDS

Before a disaster sirikes, pet owners
can work with [amily and friends o
[orm a joint plan of action. Arrange
with a trusted pel lover 1o have ac-
cess Lo your house should you not be
home when an evacuation is ordered.
Make sure that all people involved
are familiar with your evacuation
plan and have all pertinent informa-
tion about your animals, such as
medical records:

It is benelicial o ind 2 responsible
person who can tempararily or perni-
nently care for your animals il you are
not available. The conditions of this
situation should be carefully consid-
ered and discussed with the person
involved. More information on this
topic and on pet trusts can be found at
WL ARG, OTE,

While disasters are unpredictahle and
stressful, pet owners can plan properly Lo
ensure that their pets remain safe, healhy,
and happy during evacuation, HP




