
Although the above article states that bougainvilleas should be watered on a regular basis, I’ve found that doing
so creates too many green leaves rather than the colorful flower bracts. I’ve also never used fertilizer on my
bougainvilleas, and the most showy plants that I’ve found in San Diego County seem to be those that appear to
be the most neglected, i.e., they don’t get water from an irrigation system and no fertilizers from caring
gardeners. Examples are in the pictures below.

Seven bougainvillea bushes growing wild on the hillside in front of my home—
no water, no fertilizer. This is the variety with long, sharp thorns.

Bougainvillea ‘Torch Glow,” also on
my property. This bougainvillea has
stout branches with the color at the
end of the branches, creating a torch
effect. Thorns are small and almost
harmless.

Bougainvillea trained on an arbor at
The Bluffs in Mission Valley.

Gold variegated and white varieties,
both dwarfs and also on my property.
Small thorns but prickly.

Colorful bracts are very showy.



More bougainvilleas allowed to grow wild on a hillside with no water and
no fertilizer. This hillside is located on Camino Santa Fe just south of
Carroll Road in Sorrento Mesa (map code 1228-J1). Pictures taken on
May 20, 2008, by Russel Ray.
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